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MISSION

Common App is a nonprofit membership 

organization committed to the pursuit of 

access, equity, and integrity in the college 

admission process.

VISION

Be the trusted source to access, afford, 

and attain opportunity for all.

MOONSHOT

By 2030, Common App will close its 

equity gap in students pursuing 

post-secondary opportunities



Common App transfer membership

2024–2025

Member 

institutions650+

U.S. states 

and DC47

145+ Public 

members

14 International 

members

400+ Charge no 

application fee

10 Countries 

outside the U.S.

commonapp.org/explore

http://commonapp.org/explore


Top sending institutions

1. Northern Virginia Community College

2. Santa Monica College

3. Pennsylvania State University

4. Community College of Baltimore County

5. Austin Community College

6. Houston Community College

7. Community College of Rhode Island

8. Wake Technical Community College

9. Community College of Philadelphia

10. Miami Dade College

11. Montgomery College - Rockville

12. Pasadena City College

13. Nassau Community College

14. Howard Community College

15. New York University

Transfer data

2023–2024

Applications 

(+12.1%YoY)323K

Applicants 

(+7.8% YoY)134K
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Explore Colleges

Visit Explore Colleges to learn more 

about our members.

● Filter by needs and interests

● Add programs directly to the 
application

● Find information about

○ Academic programs

○ Student experience

○ Specific application information

○ Pictures, maps, and videos

commonapp.org/explore

http://commonapp.org/explore




• Use the most  recent 

versions of  Mozilla 

Firefox,  Google 

Chrome or  Safari

• Be sure to use the 

link specifically 

created for transfer 

students 

• Click on “Create an 

account” if this is 

your first time

https://apply.transfer.commonapp.org



•Provide your name and contact 
information.

•Make sure you use an email 
address you check often, as this 
is how Common App and 
colleges will contact you.

•Choose a username and 
password.

•Review the Terms and 
Conditions.

Then click "Create my account" 
to finish the process.

Before you’re taken into the 
application, you’ll be asked to 
complete your Extended Profile 



Make sure to include the 
number of units you will be 
enrolled in during your last 
semester at SMC.



Next, the Common  
App will present  
you with the  
opportunity to  
search through  
more than 800  
schools and add  
them to your list of  
colleges.

Add 
Program/School

For best results type the schools 
full name e.g. University of 
Southern California for USC

Or use the filter to search by 
state, deadline, and more



Selected 
Programs

Deadlines





▪You can revisit and update  
your answers in Profile and 
Extended Profile sections by  
clicking on the links

▪Click Help Center for 
additional info. You can also 
“chat”  with a Common App  
representative

▪Clicking the“?”will also lead  
you to the Help Center or you  
can send an email to the  
Common App

▪Clicking the Bell icon shows  
important notification about  
your application



There are 4 Tabs and 4 Quadrants 











Citizenship Status:

International students should select ”Citizen of Non-US Country”

AB540 students should select “DACA, undocumented, Deferred 

Enforced Departure, Temporary Protected Status”



* Aestriks mean it is a required field or question:

Notice how these questions are not required. 

However, we recommend that you fill them out to 

help both institutions collect data. 





Common App Fee Waiver:

If you believe that your financial  

circumstances qualify you for this  

waiver, you must select at least one  

of the available indicators.



▪You are required to report all colleges  
where you have ever taken a course

▪Every school that you select may require  
transcripts in a different form

▪You will add your GPA for each school  
entered. The GPA should come directly off  
of your transcript(s)

▪Standardized test scores are optional  
unless they are required by the schools you  
are applying to





If you are currently 
enrolled in classes and/or 
taking classes next 
semester, select ‘Yes’

If you have/will earn an ADT at SMC: select Associate of 
Arts for Transfer (or) Associate of Science for Transfer.  
If you have/will earn a local Associates Degree at SMC: 
select Associate of Arts (or) Associate of Science



Colleges attended

Transcript requests

● Schools specify whether 

they want an official, 
unofficial, or no transcript

● Unofficial transcripts can be 

uploaded by student



Colleges attended

● If official transcripts are 
required, only one (1) must 

be sent to Common App

○ Online - via NSC

○ Online - via Parchment

○ Mail - matching form

Transcript requests





● Schools specify
whether they

want full 
transcript entry or 
not….



College Coursework





Once you click Continue for 
SMC it will ask you a series of 
questions





▪You will add your GPA for each school  

entered. The GPA should come directly off  

of your transcript(s)





▪You can update this section at 
any time until submission. Once 
you submit, you will need to 
contact the help center to 
change anything on your 
application.







▪ Click on each school in your Program Materials 

Quadrant and read their Program Details section to see 

if any “offline forms” are required by a college or 

university



▪You must confirm the affirmation  statements and 

provide your  electronic signature.



▪This quadrant includes program-
specific requirements for each school  
that you are applying to

▪If a school has required questions,
essay prompts, documents or 
recommendation letters, they will be 
noted in this section



Questions and Documents

▪This is where schools will request your intended major

▪In Progress/Planned Courses are required for USC!



Each program specifies what they want

Recommender types

● Academic

● Professional

● Personal

● High School Official

Recommenders log into Common App’s online 
recommendation system to submit their 

recommendations

recommend.transfer.commonapp.org



You can review your school  

selections and submit  

completed applications

You can sort schools  

alphabetically or according  

to application due dates

Once all required questions  

have been answered, you  

can begin the submission  

process

You can also delete schools  

here



• Keep track of the status  
of your applications for  
all the schools you are  
applying to

• Click on the school  
name to see the status  
of any supplementary  
forms (e.g. Transcripts  
and recommendations)

• You can also download  
a PDF version of your  
application

Good Luck!!





Check out our new videos!

● Transfer application walkthrough

● Breaking down the essay prompts

● Answers to frequently asked questions

www.youtube.com/commonappmedia/videos

http://www.youtube.com/commonappmedia/videos
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Offline forms

● College report

○ Can be completed by one 
person (advisor or dean) 
and forwarded to the 
receiving institution

● Mid-term report

○ Professor signatures not 
required

● Reports can be completed 
electronically with electronic 
signatures

Where can students find the forms?

● In the application (Supporting 
Information →Documents)

● In the Common App for transfer

Help Center

http://apply.transfer.commonapp.org/
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/Program_Materials/Common_App_for_transfer_Program_Materials
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center/Filling_Out_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/Program_Materials/Common_App_for_transfer_Program_Materials


Common App Ready

A toolkit of tips and best practices
to help students with each step of
the application process

● Getting started
● Preparing your application

● Telling your story
● Working with recommenders and advisors

● Paying for college

commonapp.org/ready



TransferRequirements Grid

Common App for transfer Quick Start Guide

The Requirements Grid helps students easily find program deadlines, fees, and application requirements

https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center/Starting_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/1_Getting_Started_with_Your_Common_App_for_transfer/00_Quick_Start_Guide


Find help when you need it 24/7

Visit Common App’s help page for 

resources and assistance for you and 

your transfer students.

● Frequently Asked Questions

● Quick start guide

● Transfer Requirements Grid

● Contact support

commonapp.org/help

Common App for transfer Help Center

http://commonapp.org/help
https://help.liaisonedu.com/The_Common_App_for_transfer_Help_Center


● FAFSA information and resources

● Financial planning for college

● Scholarships

● Net price calculator

● Federal student aid calculator

● Common App fee waivers

commonapp.org/plan/paying-for-college

Paying for college

https://www.commonapp.org/plan/paying-for-college
https://www.instagram.com/commonapp/
https://www.instagram.com/commonapp/


Join 
SMC's Transfer Services

Canvas Shell

https://online.smc.edu/enroll/MJHNY3
https://online.smc.edu/enroll/MJHNY3
https://online.smc.edu/enroll/MJHNY3
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